Preliminary Results of Birth and Death Statistics
in 2017
In 2017, the number of live births was 357.7 thousand persons, which
dropped by 48.5 thousand persons (-11.9%) from 2016.
○ The crude birth rate (the number of live births per 1,000 population) stood at 7.0
persons in 2017, dropping by 0.9 person (-11.4%) from 2016.
○ The total fertility rate (the number of births that a woman would have if she experienced
the current age specific birth rates throughout her childbearing years) marked 1.05
persons in 2017, which recorded the lowest figure after the first-time statistical
production in 1970.
○ The fertility rate for women aged 30 to 34 showed the highest decrease from 110.1
persons in 2016 to 97.7 persons in 2017.
○ The average age of mothers was 32.6 years. The share of old mothers aged 35
or more went up from 26.4% in 2016 to 29.4% in 2017.
○ Compared to the previous year, the number of live births as the first child and
the second child fell by 12.0% and 11.9%, respectively. The number of live births
as the third child or more fell by 12.4%.
○ As for total fertility rates by province, Sejong (1.67 persons), Jeonnam (1.33 persons)
and Jeju (1.31 persons) marked high figures. In the meantime, Seoul (0.84 person)
and Busan (0.98 person) were below 1.00 person.

In 2017, the number of deaths was 285.6 thousand persons, which rose
by 4.8 thousand persons (1.7%) from 2016.
○ In 2017, the number of deaths recorded the highest figure after the first-time statistical
production of causes of death in 1983.
○ The crude death rate (the number of deaths per 1,000 population) rose by 1.5%
(0.1 person) to 5.6 persons in 2017.
○ Compared to 2016, only the group aged 80 or more showed the increase (7.2%)
in the number of deaths.
○ As for age-standardized death rates (the number of deaths per 1,000 standard population)
by province, Chungbuk (3.6 persons) and Jeonnam (3.5 persons) showed high figures.
Seoul (2.8 persons) and Gyeonggi (3.1 persons) marked low figures.

The natural increase (Birth - Death) in the population marked 72 thousand
persons in 2017, which fell by 53.4 thousand persons (-42.6%) from 2016.
○ The natural increase in the population recorded the highest figure after the production
of death statistics in 1970.
○ 13 metropolitan cities and provinces including Gyeonggi (37 thousand persons) and Seoul
(22 thousand persons) showed natural increase, while 4 metropolitan cities and provinces
including Jeonnam (-4 thousand persons) and Gyeongbuk (-3 thousand persons) showed
natural decrease.
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