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Lack of Dream-Capital among Korean Youths:
Rationally Chosen or Culturally Forbidden?*
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This paper attempts to provide empirical evidence in understanding the ways that
contemporary youth pursue their dreams in Korea. This paper examines the rational
aspect of ing” or “non-d ing” by employing two concepts: dream-capital and
penetration. In this paper, dream-capital is conceptualized as a seed that facilitates the
accumulation of other capitals. It is the total capacity to dream and is composed of four

is i imagi hope, optimism and P ion is defined as the
“cognitive judgment about the (un)realizability of dream.” It refers to the discrepancy that
exists between judgment about the capacity, condition and qualification required to fulfill
ones dream and judgment about the extent to which one thinks she is equipped with that
capacity, condition and qualification. Pe

ion consists of four factors: individual traits,
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